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What is an Entrepreneurship  
Eco- System?? 

Entrepreneurial ecosystems refer 
to the strategic alignment of a 
variety of public and private 
efforts—including government 
policies, funding and finance, 
human capital, and regulatory 
frameworks— to provide necessary 
financial, social, and human capital 
to foster entrepreneurship in 
innovative and creative ways.  

 

Frequently overlooked in these 
definitions is the value of place 
and the physical environment as 
central factors in creating and 
growing successful enterprises.  



The Role of Main Streets 

• Talent attraction and retention is the most common reason why 
businesses ultimately made the decision to move to a downtown.  

 

• Architecture also plays a role. Many respondents mentioned their 
desire for an open-office feel—converted warehouses and lofts 
impress potential workers. In addition, they take advantage of a 
surplus of underutilized buildings that convey local heritage.  

 

• Entrepreneurs looked for locations in “live/work/play” 
neighborhoods, located near bars, restaurants and cafes.  



Role of Main Streets 

Economic 
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Design 
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Real Life Examples 

Boston, MA 

http://bostonlisc.org 
 

http://bostonlisc.org/


Real Life Examples 

Buffalo, NY 



Real Life Examples 

Chicago, IL 



Real Life Examples 

Chicago, IL 

Chicago Anchors for a Stronger 
Economy - CASE 

http://www.chicagoanchors.com 
 

http://www.chicagoanchors.com/


Real Life Examples 

Chicago, IL 

http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-

jobs/uchicago-local/ 

http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/
http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/
http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/
http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/
http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/
http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/
http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/
http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/
http://civicengagement.uchicago.edu/anchor/economic-impact-and-jobs/uchicago-local/


Real Life Examples 

Detroit, MI 



Real Life Examples 
Harrisburg, VA 



Real Life Examples 
Lexington, KY 

Night Market 



Real Life Examples 

www.pittsburghnorthside.c

om  

Pittsburgh, PA 

http://www.pittsburghnorthside.com/
http://www.pittsburghnorthside.com/


 

 

Questions and Open Discussion 



Dionne Baux 
Director of Urban Programs 

P: (312) 610 5618 

dbaux@savingplaces.org   

National Main Street Center 
www.mainstreet.org  

THANKS! 

mailto:dbaux@savingplaces.org
http://www.mainstreet.org/

